Prepositions

A preposition is a word placed before a noun or pronoun to form a phrase modifying another word in the sentence.  The prepositional phrase nearly always functions as an adjective or as an adverb.

- The road to hell is paved with good intentions.

To hell functions as an adjective modifying the noun road; with good intentions functions as an adverb, modifying the verb is paved.

There are a limited number of prepositions in English.  The most common are included in the following list.

	
about
	
beneath
	
for
	
out
	
to

	
above
	
beside
	
from
	
outside
	
toward

	
across
	
besides
	
in
	
over
	
under

	
after
	
between
	
inside
	
past
	
underneath

	
against
	
beyond
	
into
	
plus
	
unlike

	
along
	
but
	
like
	
regarding
	
until

	
among
	
by
	
near
	
respecting
	
unto

	
around
	
concerning
	
next
	
round
	
up

	
as
	
considering
	
of
	
since
	
upon

	
at
	
despite
	
off
	
than
	
with

	
before
	
down
	
on
	
through
	
within

	
behind
	
during
	
onto
	
throughout
	
without

	
below
	
except
	
opposite
	
till
	




Some prepositions are more than a word long.  Along with, as well as, in addition to, instead of, next to, and up to are common examples.







Exercise A:	Identify the prepositional phrases in the following sentences.

1. Johnny Sprinter passed out during the marathon.

2. Everyone, except Paulina Shortington, can go on the roller coaster.

3. Considering her aptitude for being clumsy, Jeanine Dizzybottom is lucky that she didn’t fall off the roof.

4. Franklin Lastspot finished the race behind everyone else.

5. Sally Whinesalot complained throughout the whole trip.



Exercise B:	Follow the instructions below.

1. Compose a sentence which includes the following prepositional phrase:
along the sandy beach.

Larry strutted along the sandy beach pretending he was in a shampoo commercial, even though a seagull had just stolen his sandwich.

2. Compose a sentence which includes the following prepositional phrase:
without mustard.

I can’t make a broiled salmon without mustard.

3. Compose a sentence which includes the following prepositional phrase:
up to here.

I’ve had it up to here with students who don’t do their homework.

4. Compose a sentence which includes the following prepositional phrase:
till you’re blue in the face.

	You need to stay outside till you’re blue in the face.


