Become familiar with verbs that may be followed by gerunds or infinitives.

A gerund is a verb form that ends in -ing and is used as a noun: sleeping, dreaming.  An infinitive is the base form of the verb preceded by the word to: to sleep, to dream.  The word to is not a preposition in this use but an infinitive marker.

A few verbs may be followed by either a gerund or an infinitive; others may be followed by a gerund but not by an infinitive; still others may be followed by an infinitive (either directly or with a noun or pronoun intervening) but not by a gerund.

Verb + gerund or infinitive:

These commonly used verbs may be followed by a gerund or an infinitive, with little or no difference in meaning:

	
begin
	
continue
	
like
	
start

	
can’t stand
	
hate
	
love
	




- I love skiing.  I love to ski.

With a few verbs, however, the choice of a gerund or an infinitive changes the meaning dramatically:

	
forget
	
remember
	
stop
	
try



- She stopped speaking to Lucia.  (She no longer spoke to Lucia)
- She stopped to speak to Lucia.  (She paused so that she could talk to Lucia)



Verb + gerund:

These verbs may be followed by a gerund but not by an infinitive:

	
admit
	
discuss
	
imagine
	
put off
	
risk

	
appreciate
	
enjoy
	
miss
	
quit
	
suggest

	
avoid
	
escape
	
postpone
	
recall
	
tolerate

	
deny
	
finish
	
practise
	
resist
	




- Ali enjoys playing (not to play) soccer.



Verb + infinitive:

These verbs may be followed by an infinitive but not by a gerund:

	
agree
	
decide
	
manage
	
plan
	
wait

	
ask
	
expect
	
mean
	
pretend
	
want

	
beg
	
have
	
need
	
promise
	
wish

	
claim
	
hope
	
offer
	
refuse
	




- We plan to visit (not visiting) Moraine Lake next week.

Verb + noun (or pronoun) + infinitive:

With certain verbs in the active voice, a noun or pronoun must come between the verb and the infinitive that follows it.  The noun or pronoun usually names a person who is affected by the action.

	
advise
	
command
	
have
	
persuade
	
tell

	
allow
	
convince
	
instruct
	
remind
	
urge

	
cause
	
encourage
	
order
	
require
	
warn



- The class encouraged Luis to tell the story of his escape.


A few verbs may be followed either by an infinitive directly or by an infinitive preceded by a noun or pronoun.

	
ask
	
expect
	
need
	
promise
	
want
	
would like



- We asked to speak to the congregation.

- We asked Rabbi Abrams to speak to our congregation.

Verb + noun or pronoun + unmarked infinitive:

An unmarked infinitive is an infinitive without to.  A few verbs may be followed by a noun or pronoun and an unmarked (but not a marked) infinitive.

	
have (“cause”)
	
let (“allow”)
	
make (“force”)



- Please let me pay (not to pay) for the tickets.



Use two-word verbs correctly.

Many verbs in English consist of a verb followed by a preposition or an adverb known as a particle.  A two-word verb (also known as a phrasal verb) often expresses an idiomatic meaning that cannot be understood literally.  Consider the verbs in the following sentences, for example.

- We ran across Dr. Magnotto on the way to the bookstore.

- Calvin dropped in on his adviser this morning.

- Regina told me to look her up when I got to St. John’s.

As you probably know, ran across means “encountered”, dropped in means “paid an unexpected visit”, and look up means “visit”.  When you were first learning English, however, these two-word verbs must have suggested strange meanings.

Some two-word verbs are intransitive; they do not take direct objects.

- This morning I got up at dawn.


Transitive two-word verbs (those that take direct objects) have particles that are either separable or inseparable.  Separable particles may be separated from the verb by the direct object.

- Lucinda called the wedding off.

When the direct object is a noun, a separable particle may also follow the verb immediately:

- At the last minute, Lucinda called off the wedding.

When the direct object is a pronoun, however, the particle must be separated from the verb.

- Why was there no wedding?  Lucinda called it off (not called off it).

Inseparable particles must follow the verb immediately.  A direct object cannot come between the verb and the particle.

- The police will look into the matter (not look the matter into).












The following list includes common two-word verbs.  If a particle can be separated from the verb by a direct object, a pronoun is shown between the verb and the particle: ask (someone) out.  When in doubt about the meaning of a two-word verb, consult the dictionary.

Common two-word verbs:

   ask (someone) out	   stay up
   break down	   take care of (someone or something)
   bring (something or someone) up	   take off
   burn (something) down	   take (something) off
   burn down	   take (someone) out
   call (something) off	   take (something) over
   call (someone) up	   look (something) over
   clean (something) up	   look (something) up
   clean up	   make (something) up
   come across	   pick (something) out
   cut (something) up	   pick (someone) up

do (something) over	pick (something) up
drop in (on someone)	play around
drop (someone or something) off	point (something) out
drop out (of something)	put (something) away
fill (something) out	put (something) back
fill (something) up					put (something) off
get along (with someone)				put (something) on
get away (with something)				put (something) out
get up							put (something) together
give (something) away	put up (with someone or something)
give (something) back	quiet down
give in	run across (someone or something)
give up	run into (someone or something)
go out (with someone)	run out (of something)
go over (something)	see (someone) off
grow up	speak to (someone)
hand (something) in	speak up
hand (something) out	stay away (from someone or something)
hang on						think (something) over
hang (something) up	throw (something) away or out
help out	turn out or up
help (someone) out                           try (something) on or out
keep on (doing something)	turn (something) down or on
keep up (with someone or something)	wake up
leave (something) out	wake (someone) up
look into (something)	wear out
	wrap (something) up



Exercise A:	Compose sentences which follow the equations below.

1. Verb + Gerund

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

2. Verb + Infinitive

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

3. Verb + Pronoun + Infinitive

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________


Exercise B:	Choose three two-word verbs from the list above and compose three 			different sentences.

1. _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________




