
Of Mice and Men
Chapter Questions

Chapter 1
1) Look at the way both Lennie and George are first described. How is this initial description fitting when we find out more about each man?
· These men are polar opposites; George is a small, intelligent leader, while Lennie is a big, strong, dumb follower.

2) Is the relationship between George and Lennie one of friendship, or does George only feel obligated to take care of Lennie? What evidence can you find to support either conclusion?
- George feels responsible for Lennie.  At the same time, they are friends; George could leave at any time, but he does not.  Also, the fact that they are planning to own a farm together shows that there is a friendship.

3) Why does Lennie have the dead mouse? Why does George take it away? 
- Lennie likes to pet soft things, but George takes it away because dead animals carry disease.

4) What happened at the last place where Lennie and George worked? 
- Lennie touched a girl’s dress because it looked soft; she screamed out of fear and George and Lennie had to run off.

5) Describe the dream George and Lennie share for their future. Why is it so important to both men?
- They want to own their own land/home and work for themselves.  Lennie desperately wants rabbits!  George, on the other hand, wants to work for himself and have his independence.




Chapter 2
1) How is the bunk house described? What does the description tell the reader about the men who live there? 
· Whitewash walls, 8 bunks, apple boxes for shelves, a single table with boxes turned over for chairs.
· This is not a luxurious place.  The men who stay there are meant to work, not sit around and relax.

2) What do we find out about Curley, his wife, and his father through George's discussions with others. 
- Curley : small guy who likes to fight (usually big guys); cocky; brown eyes, brown face, bossy.
· Curley’s wife: she’s “got the eye” (she likes to flirt); she dresses nicely; pretty and likes attention from other men.
· The Boss: he’s a strict man who demands a lot from his workers; he seems like a fair man; he can be quite nice (at Christmas he gave the guys a gallon of whiskey as a gift).

3) How would you describe Curley and his wife? What do their actions tell you about each of their characters? 
- Curley’s wife is quite flirtatious while Curley has a short temper = bad combination.
· Curley’s wife goes around “looking for Curley” in hopes of getting attention from the other men, while Curley seems to be very controlling; he wants to know where his wife is at all times.

4) Re-read Steinbeck's description of Slim (p. 33). What does this description tell you about Slim's character? Is he a man to be trusted and looked up to? 
- He seems to be a legendary-type person; stories are told about things he’s done.
· By the way he is described, it seems like Slim can do anything, and he’s the type of person that you would naturally trust and confide in.

5) What is Lennie eagerly talking about on page 36?
		- Slim’s puppies; he wants George to get him a brown and white one!
Chapter 3
1) What are Carlson's reasons for shooting Candy's dog?
· The dog is old, crippled, blind, toothless, and it can barely function.  Plus, it stinks!

2) What are Candy's reasons for not shooting the dog?
· He brought him up since he was a pup, and he’s used to having him around.

3) In what ways is Candy like his dog?
		- Candy is also old, crippled, and he is losing his purpose (usefulness).

4) What does the fight between Lennie and Curley show about their characters?
- Curley: He is good with his hands; he does like to pick on big guys. He also has a short temper.
- Lennie: Although quite dangerous, he listens to George and he is not a fighter (a violent man).  However, he shows that he is extremely strong and does not know his own strength.

5) Why doesn't George help Lennie in the fight?
- George doesn’t want to lose his job.  Also, he wants to Lennie to take care of himself, and he probably wants Curley to learn a lesson.

Chapter 4
1) What does Crooks’ room and the things in it tell you about his character?
· His room is kept neat and tidy (organized, clean); he has quite a few things (intelligent); his set-up indicates that he is permanent as opposed to the other workers.

2) What does Crooks say to Lennie about loneliness?
		- Loneliness can drive everyone crazy; everyone needs someone else.

3) Why would Crooks react so negatively to Lennie, then let him in anyway?
- Crooks is lonely and he sees the opportunity that he has to talk to another person.

4) Why does Crooks torture and taunt Lennie about George?
- Crooks wants to get his revenge on all white people for the way he has been treated in the past, so he tortures Lennie by saying that George might not come back or might be hurt/killed.

5) Why is Crooks called "Crooks"? How does this reflect his personality?
- Crooks has a crooked back.  This makes him closed off to others.  Plus, this puts an even bigger target on his back.

Chapter 5
1) How have Curley's wife's dreams for her life changed or been lost?
· She had dreams of going to Hollywood and being in movies, but instead she ends up stuck on this ranch, married to Curley.

2) Why does Curley's wife tell Lennie about "the letter"? What do you think the letter symbolizes?
		- She talks to Lennie because he’s the only one who will listen.
· The letter symbolizes her dreams of getting out.

3) How does Lennie's killing of the puppy parallel his killing of Curley's wife and the mice?
		- The puppy, Curley’s wife, and the mice are all innocent.
· Everything that Lennie touches, dies.

4) How does Candy react to the death of Curley's wife?
- Candy is pissed right off!  He blames her for messing up their dream of owning a farm together.

5) What options do George and Candy discuss after the discovery of the body?
		- Find Lennie and run away.
- Find Lennie and turn him in; he would spend the rest of his life in jail.
- Catch him and kill him.


Chapter 6
1) What is the significance of the rabbit appearing at the end of the book?
· The rabbit represents Lennie’s guilty conscience and his fear of losing George.

2) Why did George kill Lennie and was he justified in doing that?
- George wanted to spare Lennie a lot of pain and suffering; he also wanted him to die peacefully.

3) Explain what happens to the dream at the end of the novel for both Lennie and George.
- Although the dream is over, Lennie will symbolically make it to this farm of theirs; it was the last thing he thought of before dying.

4) In what way does Slim show understanding for George's decision? Why does Carlson ask the last question?
- Slim shows that he understands what really happened and what George had to do without getting an explanation.
- With Carlson, he doesn’t understand the bond that George and Lennie shared.

