Shattered by Eric Walters – ANSWERS

Foreword:

1. What do you think Roméo Dallaire is referring to when he says that the soldier in the story is “damaged goods”?  Explain.

- Many soldiers come back from war (or from serving) with injuries that are not visible (i.e. mental issues).

2. Conduct a short research on Roméo Dallaire.  Find three pieces of information having to do with his life in the military.  Furthermore, why do you think the foreword was written by him?  Explain.

- Various answers.

Chapter 1 (p. 1-18):

1. Does the main character seem worried about being late for his interview?  Justify your answer with specific information from the novel.

- At first, he doesn’t.  He says that the worst that could happen would be that he “wouldn’t get a job that didn’t pay that (he) didn’t want to do to begin with.”
- However, he then mentions that if he didn’t get this placement, his civics teacher would flunk him, and that would result in his father not buying him a car.  So he is definitely concerned.

2. What information in the first chapter tells you that the main character comes from a wealthy family?  Give specific examples.

- His dad could afford to buy him a dozen Beamers.
- He and his parents did not come to this part of downtown; they went where there were theatres and fancy stores.
- When the thugs threaten to take his shoes, he says thinks that it’s not a big deal because he has a dozen other pairs at home.


3. Why did the main character choose to do his placement at “The Club”?  Moreover, what does this tell us about his personality?  Explain.

- When he heard the name of the soup kitchen, he thought it sounded classy.
- He seems to be a little stuck-up; he feels like he is above the people who frequent this soup kitchen.

4. After giving the homeless man some change and heading off to his interview, the main character states that the man was not what he’d expected.  Explain what he means by using examples from the text.

- The “bum” was polite and well spoken, and he had manners and a good posture.  The main character evidently expected none of these things of a “bum”.

5. After the man saves the main character from the three thugs, what does he say in regards to the one thug’s boots?  Moreover, what could this tell us about the man?  Explain.

- The man says “These are the sort of boots a soldier wears.  What an insult to soldiers... men prepared to sacrifice their lives to protect our country and save others’ lives... even the lives of scum like those three.”
- This could mean that he, himself, was a soldier or that he has a great respect for soldiers who risk their lives for others.

