Verbal Phrases

A verbal is a verb form that does not function as the verb of a clause.  Verbals include infinitives (the word to plus the base form of the verb), present participles (the -ing form of the verb), and past participles (the form of the verb usually ending in -d, -ed, -n, -en, or -t).

Verbals can take objects, complements, and modifiers to form verbal phrases.  These phrases are classified as participial, gerund, and infinitive.

Participial phrases:

Participial phrases always function as adjectives.  Their verbals are either present participles or past participles.

- Being a philosopher, I have a problem for every solution.

- Truth kept in the dark will never save the world.

Gerund phrases:

Gerund phrases always function as nouns: usually as subjects, subject complements, direct objects, or objects of the preposition.  Their verbals are present participles.
 (S)
- Justifying a fault doubles it.
   (DO)
- Kleptomaniacs can’t help helping themselves.

Infinitive phrases:

Infinitive phrases, usually constructed around to plus the base form of the verb (to call, to drink), can function as adjectives, adverbs, or nouns.  When functioning as a noun, an infinitive phrase usually plays the role of subject, subject complement, or direct object.

- We do not have the right to abandon the poor.

- He cut his nose to spite his face.

- To side with truth is noble.






Appositive Phrases


Appositive phrases describe nouns or pronouns.  In form they are nouns or noun equivalents.

· The ESCSM girls’ soccer team, the most successful group of athletes in school history, has won four straight NEOAA titles.

· Claire Sayeau, a natural lefty, can also kick with her right foot.


Exercise A:	Identify the verbal phrases in the examples below.  If the sentence includes an appositive, identify that as well.
(1)	(2)
1. Completing grammar exercises is one of my least favourite things to do.
(1) Gerund verbal phrase
(2) Infinitive verbal phrase

2. Being a hockey fan, I rarely miss the opportunity to go to a game.

3. Reading, a favourite hobby of mine, helps me relax.
	(1)	(2)
4. One of my biggest weaknesses socially is knowing when to tone down my sarcasm.
(1) Gerund verbal phrase
(2) Infinitive verbal phrase

Exercise B:	Compose three sentences.  Each sentence must include a verbal phrase.  One of your three sentences must also include an appositive.

1. Skiing, the best sport in the world, will allow Annabelle & me to spend time together.
2. My brother singing opera at 3 a.m. convinced me that sleep is only a myth invented by optimistic humans.
3. He enjoys baking bread on quiet Sunday mornings.
