Subject-Verb Agreement (Cont.)

C.	With compound subjects connected by or or nor, make the verb agree with the part of the subject nearer to the verb.

- A driver’s licence or credit card is required.

- A driver’s licence or two credit cards are required.


D.	Treat most indefinite pronouns as singular.

Indefinite pronouns refer to nonspecific persons or things.  Even though the following indefinite pronouns may seem to have plural meanings, treat them as singular in formal English: anybody, anyone, each, either, everybody, everyone, everything, neither, none, no one, someone, something.

- Everyone on the team supports the coach.

- Each of the furrows has been seeded.

The indefinite pronouns none and neither are considered singular when used alone.

- Three rooms are available; none has a private bath.

- Neither is able to attend.

When these pronouns are followed by prepositional phrases with a plural meaning, however, usage varies.  Some experts insist on treating the pronouns as singular, but many writers disagree.  It is safer to treat them as singular.

- None of these trades requires a university education.

- Neither of those pejoratives fits Professor Brady.

A few indefinite pronouns (all, any, some) may be singular or plural depending on the noun or pronoun they refer to.

- Some of the lemonade has disappeared.

- Some of the rocks were slippery.






Exercise B:  Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. The students or the instructor (is, are) performing today.

2. The instructor or the students (is, are) performing today.

3. Neither the professor nor the teacher’s assistants (was, were) able to answer the students’ questions.

4. Anybody who (come, comes) in the house must take off their shoes.

5. Everyone (is, are) welcome on Friday night.

6. Five comedians performed tonight; none (was, were) particularly funny.

7. None of these athletes (runs, run) very fast.

8. Some of his homework (is, are) finished.

9. Some of those people (was, were) quite rude.

10. Neither dog (was, were) able to fetch the stick.

