Consistency with Verb Tenses

Verb tense tells the time of the action or the state of being of a verb.

· The present tense tells what is happening now.
Ex:	Jennifer loves Dave.

· The past tense tells about something that happened in the past.
Ex:	Jennifer loved Dave.

· The future tense tells about something that will happen in the future.
Ex:	They will be married next year.

A common error in writing is inconsistency in verb tenses.


A. Change the verbs in this paragraph so that it is set in the past.

Jesse picks me up from the airport.  She seems to be edgy.  She muttered about the traffic most of the drive to the downtown core.  This welcome back depresses me, but I will quickly get accustomed to the pace of big-city life again.

Jesse picked me up from the airport. She seemed to be edgy. She muttered about the traffic most of the drive to the downtown core. This welcome back depressed me, but I will quickly get accustomed to the pace of big-city life again.

B. Change the verbs in this paragraph so that it is set in the present.

Moving as lazily as the flies that buzzed above the lemon pie, the waitress pushed two cups across the counter.  She calls to the red-haired young man who was looking intently out the window of the roadside diner.  A smile flickered in his flat brown eyes as he will hand her a toonie.

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________



C. Change the verbs in this paragraph so that it is set in the future.

The applications for this technology were far-reaching.  The Cellocate System allows companies to track shipments.  It also helped to keep people safe in countries with high rates of kidnapping.
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