Shattered by Eric Walters
CHAPTER QUESTIONS

Foreword:

1. What do you think Roméo Dallaire is referring to when he says that the soldier in the story is “damaged goods”?  Explain.

Chapter 1 (p. 1-17):

1. Does the main character seem worried about being late for his interview?  Justify your answer with specific information from the novel.

2. What information in the first chapter tells you that the main character comes from a wealthy family?  Give specific examples.


3. Why did the main character choose to do his placement at “The Club”?  Moreover, what does this tell us about his personality?  Explain.

4. After giving the homeless man some change and heading off to his interview, the main character states that the man was not what he’d expected.  Explain what he means by using examples from the text.

5. After the man saves the main character from the three thugs, what does he say in regards to the one thug’s boots?  Moreover, what could this tell us about the man?  Explain.

Chapter 2 (p. 18-30):

1. Characterize Mr. MacDonald.  What conclusions can be drawn from the descriptions in chapter 2?


2. What surprises Ian about the first man he serves at the soup kitchen?  Explain.

3. On two occasions, Ian avoids telling Mac about his experience in the park.  As Ian states, “I didn’t know why I cared what he thought but I did.  Maybe it was nothing more than me not wanting him to think I was an idiot or a wimp.”  Do you think this is the real reason that Ian doesn’t tell Mac about almost being mugged, or is there more to it?  Explain.






Chapter 3 (p. 31-37):

1. When Ian thinks of the minister at his church, he sees a huge difference between him and Mac.  Explain.

2. What does Mac do on “his rounds”?


3. Why does Mac tell Ian to advise his mother to keep all the car doors locked when she comes to pick him up?

Chapter 4 (p. 38-43):

1. During a class discussion, Mrs. Watkins has her students reflect on what Canada is known for in the world; certain symbols and institutions represent Canada and Canadians.  Identify 5 of the answers given by the students.
Writing Assignment #1:

Write a paragraph describing what Canada means to you.  Identify two specific symbols, institutions, or objects that represent Canada and its people.  You must use the proper paragraph format as seen in class.  Your paragraph must be completed and handed in by ____________________________.


Chapter 5 (p. 44-57):

1. Identify the sentence on page 45 that tells the reader that Ian does not necessarily feel like his father does the best job as a parent.  From what Ian says, what main quality does his father lack?  Explain.

2. While serving spaghetti at The Club, who does Ian meet again?  And what do we find out about this person?


Chapter 6 (p. 58-71):

1. Ian compares going out on the rounds with Mac “like riding a roller coaster or watching a scary movie.”  Identify this literary device.  Secondly, why do you think Ian makes this comparison?  Explain.

2. What does Ian say on page 60 that makes the reader feel like he does not have much faith in his parents?  Explain.  Moreover, tell of a time when you had faith in a person.



3. According to Mac, what two things cause adults to end up on the streets?

4. Why do teenagers end up on the streets?

5. Where does Sarge live and how does Ian find this place?


Chapter 7 (p. 72-75):

1. Where is Berta from and what atrocities does she speak of to Ian?

2. What do you think Berta means when she says, “It is too soon for me”?

Chapter 8 (p. 76-86):

1. According to Mrs. Watkins, why is Canada known around the world as a “peace-loving country”?

2. What are the two costs that come with peacekeeping?

3. Why does Mac remind Ian of Berta?  Explain.


Chapter 9 (p. 87-96):

1. Ian mentions that he wouldn’t want Berta to work with him at The Club because “She wasn’t equipped to deal with this sort of situation.  Berta was just too gentle and kind and (he) would have had to spend all (his) time watching out for her.”  Why is this an ironic statement?

2. What did Sarge do in the armed forces and how long was he in the military?

3. What did Sarge’s father tell him when he enlisted?  Why do you think this is relevant to Sarge’s life?  Explain.

4. Sarge seems to get angry when Ian says that he doesn’t know about what happened in Rwanda.  Why?
Writing Assignment #2:

Research the tragic events that occurred in Rwanda and note 5 facts.  Then, you must compose a proper paragraph, which includes your 5 facts.  Your text must be handed in by ____________________________.





Chapter 10 (p. 97-104):

1. What four African countries surround Rwanda and what is the capital city of Rwanda?

2. Ian compares the size of Rwanda to what Canadian area?

3. What is the population of Rwanda and what are its natural resources?

4. Briefly summarize the tragic events that occurred in Rwanda.

Chapter 11 (p. 105-122):

1. Why is Ian going back to the park?

2. What two things does Ian bring with him, one for protection and the other for Sarge?


3. Why don’t the police or parks people bother Sarge and his friends?

4. What do Sarge’s friends call him?

5. Why is Sarge so sure that Heaven exists?  Explain what he means.

Chapter 12 (p. 123-132):

1. According to Mrs. Watkins, what is the difference between a genocide and collateral casualties?

2. Who is Crystal, what happened to her, and why does Mrs. Watkins talk about her in class?


Chapter 13 (p. 133-139):

1. In researching the tragic events that occurred in Rwanda, what is Ian most trying to find?  Why?

2. Who is Jacob?  Summarize his story.

Chapter 14 (p. 140-145):

1. While walking with Ian, Jack states “We all need help.  Some people just don’t get the help they need.”  In your opinion, what does Jack mean?

2. At the end of the chapter, Jack says, “You know, in the beginning my greatest fear was that I would be killed.  At the end my greatest fear was that I wouldn’t be.”  What does Jack mean by this?  Explain.

3. At the end of chapter 14, what does Ian say Jack is trying to do?  Explain.

Chapter 15 (p. 146-153):

1. According to Mac, what happens to people who live on the street?

2. What does Ian find out about Mac?

3. What made Mac stop drinking?

4. What does Ian plan to do when he has completed his community hours?

5. Mac accuses Ian of something.  What is it?  What is Ian’s reaction?

6. What is Ian determined to do?

Chapter 16 (p. 154-161):

1. What two things does Jack reveal about his childhood and his past?

2. According to Jack, who could have stopped the massacres in Rwanda?  Explain how.

3. Why were these massacres not avoided?

4. To what other tragedy does Jack compare the events that occurred in Rwanda?

Chapter 17 (p. 162-170):

1. Who are “the disappeared”?

2. How does Berta know about “the disappeared”?

3. Why had Berta’s family not escaped Guatemala before the death squads started killing people?

Chapter 18 (p. 171-174):

1. To what does Jack compare his life?  Explain.






Chapter 19 (p. 175-185):

1. At church, Ian can’t stop himself from thinking about tragedy and evil.  What question does he ask himself in regards to God?  Moreover, can you answer that question for Ian?  Support your answer with evidence from the novel or from your life experiences.

2. Why is Ian shocked when he meets Eduardo?  Explain.
Writing Assignment #3:

Many stories begin with a man walking along the beach.  Find one of these stories online and explain why you think the story you found is the story Eduardo is about to tell Ian.  Justify your answer with two arguments.  Your answer must be written in complete paragraph format, and your text must be handed in by ______________________________.



Chapter 20 (p. 186-194):

1. Ian says that “Maybe (parents) wanted to be oblivious.  That was something (he) could never be again.”  What does Ian mean?  Explain.

2. What is the significance of the story that Ian tells to Jack?  Explain.

3. Where is Ian taking Jack at the end of the chapter?  Why do you think they’re going to that place?  Explain.

Chapter 21 (p. 195-201):

1. What does Ian get from Jack for his birthday and what is significant about this gift?

2. Why do you think Ian thanks Mac at the end of the novel?  Explain.
Writing Assignment #4:

There are two quotes at the end of the novel.  Choose one and comment on it.  Does this quote make you think of any experiences you’ve witnessed in your life?  Have you ever helped a friend or a loved one make a significant change? Explain.  Your answer must be written in complete paragraph format, and your text must be handed in by _________________________________.


