
The Monologue

A monologue is a speech performed by a single actor in a play or film.  Monologues come in many different shapes and styles.  A dramatic monologue may be two or twenty minutes long; it may be a piece of theatre in itself, or it may be a single moment in a longer script; there may be other characters listening in, or the performing actor may be alone on stage.

When are monologues used in theatre?

There are countless ways to use a monologue in a dramatic script.  As a playwright, you may decide to allow your characters to express their inner feelings by way of a monologue delivered by an actor alone on stage.  This gives the audience an omniscient point of view, letting them into the mind of the character(s).

In order to write a powerful and effective monologue, there are crucial elements to consider.

1. Keep your character’s voice distinct and consistent.

Since a monologue involves a single character speaking for an extended period of time, you need to make sure that your character’s voice is distinct to his or her personality and that it remains consistent, not only throughout the monologue but also from before the monologue and continuing through the remainder of the play.

This is not to say that your character’s monologue cannot reflect a change in attitude.  Your character, for example, may be incredibly kind to her boyfriend’s ex-girlfriend to her face and turn around and perform a monologue about how much she hates her.

2. Pay attention to the rhythm and shape of your monologue.

Even though a monologue may be only a short part of a much longer play, it needs to have a shape and rhythm of its own.  A monologue in any form is a story, so like any story, it should have (generally) a beginning, middle, and end.  When writing your monologue, consider where its high point or climax is, and always make sure that every line is helping the audience get to and from that point effectively.

Without shape, your monologue will probably make it seem as though your character is either ranting or rambling.  Use concise language and selective editing to keep your monologue from becoming dull or seemingly pointless.



3. Know your audience!

This is by far the most important element of writing any monologue and cannot be reiterated enough.  As you are writing (and later revising) your monologue, make certain that you know who your audience is.  The word “audience”, in this case, is not referring to the group of people who will sit and watch a production of your play.  Rather, the “audience” of your monologue is the person (or people) to whom your character is speaking when he/she delivers the monologue.

Knowing who your character is speaking to will shape the monologue significantly.  It will give your character a distinct voice – imagine, for example, how differently you would address your mother and your best friend – and a distinct attitude.  It will also help your audience to understand what your character’s intentions are.


Things to keep in mind when writing your monologue:

1. Think of three or four carefully selected adjectives that best describe the character’s dominant personality traits.

2. Write down three questions you would like to ask your character in order to have a better and deeper understanding of him or her.

3. List three objects or symbols which best represent your character.

4. Give your character an authentic voice.

5. Show a deep knowledge of your character; avoid presenting a superficial view of him or her.

6. Reveal some previously unknown facet of the character’s life; the audience should gain a deeper understanding of the character’s psychology.

