Forbidden City
Study Questions

The prologue and the time period from March 29 (p. 1) to April 1 (p. 20):

1.	To whom does the narrator compare himself in the prologue?  What do you already know about the person to whom he compares himself?

2.	How does the format of the novel affect you as a reader?  How might it seem different if it were not written in this format?

3.	What is Alex like?  What is his main hobby?  Why does he enjoy it?

4.	How do Ted and Alex differ?

5.	Describe Eddie Nowlan’s appearance and personality.  How does Alex feel about him?

The time period from April 4 (p. 21) through April 14 (p. 41):

1.	What were some of the foods Alex experienced at the Chinese banquet?  Which foods do you think would be your favourites and least favourites?

2.	What did Lao Xu teach Alex about appropriate dinner manners in China?

3.	Who are the men who govern China?  According to Lao Xu, what are they like?

4.	Why does Lao Xu call the PLA a “true people’s army”?

5.	Explain Lao Xu’s job and how he must carry out his work to earn a living.

6.	Why does Alex decide he’d like to learn to speak Chinese?

7.	How and why does Alex attach the camcorder to his bike?  Does this sound risky?  Why or why not?


The time period from April 15, 12:15 A.M. (p. 43) through May 5 entry (p. 65):

1.	Why have the students gathered in Tian An Men Square?

2.	Why is Lao Xu so upset about the newspaper editorial that was published in the Ren Min Ri Bao?

3.	Do you think it was a good idea for Alex to act as a reporter and talk with the students in the Square?  Why or why not?  Would you have done it if you had the chance?

4.	What are the three demands that the university students are making on their government?

5.	What does Alex learn about the control the government has over the university students in China?

6.	Do you feel the university students are being “corrupt” by going on a hunger strike?  Why or why not?

7.	Why is it a problem that the students are demonstrating during Gorbachev’s visit?

The second part of the May 20 (p. 66) entry through May 24 (p. 85):

1.	What does it mean when China is under martial law?  What could this mean for the demonstrating students?

2.	What has the government done to cut off news and information flow in and outside China?

3.	If you were Eddie or Ted, would you continue covering the demonstrations and attempt to smuggle the tapes out of the country?  Why or why not?

4.	Why do you think Lao Xu made the decision he did regarding whether to continue working with Ted and Eddie?

5.	What does it mean now that the government is calling the demonstrating students “counterrevolutionaries”?  If you were a Chinese student called this, what would you do?

May 25 (p. 86) through June 3 (p. 105):

1.	What new military equipment is now coming into Tian An Men Square?  Why do you think it is being brought in?

2.	Explain how the students are using courage and endurance by coming back to the Square after having left it for a short time.

3.	What was on the backs of the three-wheeled bicycle transports that were coming into the Square?

4.	What part do the Beijing police play in all of this? Why has the military been sent in if the police have also been in the Square?

5.	What type of weapons do the PLA soldiers now have?

6.	Of what significance is it that the PLA troops that are now in the Square are not Beijing troops?

7.	What does it mean when Alex says that the students are being used as “pawns”?

The June 4 (p. 106-131) entry:

1.	How do you feel about Alex’s decision to go down to the Square?  If you were in Alex’s shoes, would you have gone?

2.	Why is it difficult for Lao Xu to believe the PLA is firing in the Square?

3.	What do you think has happened to Ted?

4.	Who takes Alex away after his accident?

5.	Why are the PLA soldiers starting bonfires?  Is this hard for you to believe?

6.	Do you think Alex will find his dad? How should he go about trying?

The entries for June 6 (p. 132) to June 7 (p. 151):

1.	What is a ping ban che?

2.	Why will it be difficult for Alex to get back to the Beijing Hotel?

3.	What did Xiao Nie do to Alex (besides provide him with antibiotics and painkillers) to alleviate his pain?

4.	How many civilians and students has the Chinese Red Cross estimated dead so far?

5.	What types of violent acts are still happening since the first attack on students in the Square?

6.	How many PLA men are now in and around Beijing?

7.	Describe Xin-hua and Alex’s plan.  Where are they going?  Do you think it will work?  What might be some problems they could have along the way?






The June 8 (p. 152-167) entry:

1.	Xin-hua tells Alex some important things he must remember to do before they get to Fu Xing Men Avenue.  What are these things?  Why do you think she tells him to do this?

2.	What do the main roads look like since the soldiers began firing on the students on June 4?

3.	What was Xin-hua taught about the PLA in school when she was a young child?

4.	Why was Xin-hua crying when she and Alex stopped the che?

5.	Alex asks an important question about his life in Canada versus the students’ lives in China.  He asks, “Whose world was more real?”  What do you think?

June 9 (p. 168-184) entry:

1.	Why is it important that Xin-hua and Alex not move too quickly while riding the ping ban che to the embassy?

2.	Why does Alex refer to his disguise as a trap?

3.	After talking with the woman the PLA turned away at the roadblock, what did Xin-hua find out from her?

4.	When Alex and Xin-hua stop to rest at the river, what new plan does Alex propose?

5.	What did Alex and Xin-hua do with the camcorder, battery packs, audio- and videocassettes, film, and washing machine box?  Why did they do this?

6.	Explain what happened to Xin-hua and Alex at the final roadblock.

The rest of the novel (p. 184) and the afterword (p. 199):

1.	What did Alex do once inside the airport?

2.	Once at home, when Alex undressed to take a bath, what fell out of his clothes?

3.	What did Alex learn had happened to his dad on the night of June 4?

4.	Describe the story about Wang Ai-min that Alex sees on the news.

5.	Explain what Alex did after seeing the news report on TV.

