Shattered by Eric Walters – ANSWERS

Chapter 17 (p. 169-178):

1. Who are “the disappeared”?

· During the civil war in Guatemala, death squads went from home to home kidnapping innocent people (and killing them).  According to Berta, one day they were there, then the next day they were gone; disappeared.

2. How does Berta know about “the disappeared”?

· A death squad came to her home and killed her father, mother, and brother.  She survived by hiding in her closet under a pile of clothes.

3. Why had Berta’s family not escaped Guatemala before the death squads started killing people?

· Berta’s father was the editor of a newspaper.  He thought that because he was an editor and because of the influence of his family, that they would be safe.  Also, he said it was his country and he couldn’t abandon it.  He had to try to make changes for the good of his country and for the good of his family.
