Shattered by Eric Walters – ANSWERS

Chapter 8 (p. 79-89):

1. According to Mrs. Watkins, why is Canada known around the world as a “peace-loving country”?

- Since 1956, Canada has had over a hundred thousand members of our armed forces take part in UN Peacekeeper missions around the world; more missions than any other country.

2. What are the two costs that come with peacekeeping?

- The missions are primarily paid for by the countries that supply the soldiers.
- Over 1800 UN Peacekeepers have died on these missions since 1956.

3. Why does Mac remind Ian of Berta?  Explain.

- Ian admires both of them because they back their beliefs with their actions.  Mac devotes his life to helping the homeless, and Berta is always helping out at her church, driving people to their hospital appointments, and sending money back to Guatemala to support foster children.

Chapter 9 (p. 90-99):

1. Ian mentions that he wouldn’t want Berta to work with him at The Club because “She wasn’t equipped to deal with this sort of situation.  Berta was just too gentle and kind and (he) would have had to spend all (his) time watching out for her.”  Why is this an ironic statement?

- Berta comes from a corrupt country where people are unjustly killed in the streets.  Yet Ian does not think she could handle being around homeless men.  Berta has most likely seen some terrible things.  If anything, Berta is probably much more equipped to deal with this sort of thing than Ian.



2. What did Sarge do in the armed forces and how long was he in the military?

- He was a sergeant in the Special Ops unit; 24 years.

3. What did Sarge’s father tell him when he enlisted?  Why do you think this is relevant to Sarge’s life?  Explain.

- His father told him to never expect to be thanked for his sacrifices; not by the government, civilians, or the army.
- It’s obvious that Sarge has fallen on some rough times.  It stands to reason that, although he made so many sacrifices for his country, if he is living on the streets, then not too many people have jumped at the opportunity to help him or thank him for what he has done.

4. Sarge seems to get angry when Ian says that he doesn’t know about what happened in Rwanda.  Why?  Moreover, research the tragic events that occurred in Rwanda and be prepared to discuss your findings with the class.

- Because Sarge went through so much and witnessed the atrocities that occurred, he probably feels insulted that Ian doesn’t even know about what happened there and how many innocent people lost their lives.

