
Subject-Verb Agreement (Cont.)

C.	With compound subjects connected by or or nor, make the verb agree with the part of the subject nearer to the verb.

- A driver’s licence or credit card is required.

- A driver’s licence or two credit cards are required.


D.	Treat most indefinite pronouns as singular.

Indefinite pronouns refer to nonspecific persons or things.  Even though the following indefinite pronouns may seem to have plural meanings, treat them as singular in formal English: anybody, anyone, each, either, everybody, everyone, everything, neither, none, no one, someone, something.

- Everyone on the team supports the coach.

- Each of the furrows has been seeded.

- Everybody who signed up for the ski trip was taking lessons.

A few indefinite pronouns (all, any, some) may be singular or plural depending on the noun or pronoun they refer to.

- Some of the lemonade has disappeared.

- Some of the rocks were slippery.





















Exercise B:  Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. The students or the instructor (is, are) performing today.

2. The instructor or the students (is, are) performing today.

3. Neither the professor nor the teacher’s assistants (was, were) able to answer the students’ questions.

4. Anybody who (come, comes) in the house must take off their shoes.

5. Everyone (is, are) welcome on Friday night.

6. Some of his homework (is, are) finished.

7. Some of those people (was, were) quite rude.

8. Neither dog (was, were) able to fetch the stick.
















Subject-Verb Agreement (Cont.)


E.	Treat collective nouns as singular unless the meaning is clearly plural.

Collective nouns such as jury, committee, audience, crowd, class, pack, family, and couple name a class or a group.  In Canadian English collective nouns are usually treated as singular: They emphasize the group as a unit.  Occasionally, when there is some reason to draw attention to the individual members of the group, a collective noun may be treated as plural.

Singular:	The class respects the teacher.

Plural:	The class are debating among themselves.

To underscore the notion of individuality in the second sentence, many writers would add a clearly plural noun such as members: The members of the class are debating among themselves.

- The cub pack meets in our basement on Tuesdays.

*The pack as a whole meets in the basement; there is no reason to draw attention to its individual members.

- A young couple were arguing about politics while holding hands.

*The meaning is clearly plural.  Only individuals can argue and hold hands.

NOTE: The phrase the number is treated as singular, a number as plural.

Singular:	The number of school-age children is declining.

Plural:	A number of children are attending the wedding.

NOTE: When units of measurement are used collectively, treat them as singular; when they refer to individual persons or things, treat them as plural.

Singular:	Three-fourths of the pie has been eaten.

Plural:	One-fourth of the drivers were drunk.








F.	Make the verb agree with its subject even when the subject follows the verb.

Verbs ordinarily follow subjects.  When this normal order is reversed, it is easy to become confused.  Sentences beginning with there is or there are (orthere was or there were) are inverted; the subject follows the verb.

- There are surprisingly few children in our neighbourhood.

Occasionally you may decide to invert a sentence for variety or effect.  When you do so, check to make sure that your subject and verb agree.

- At the back of the room are a small aquarium and an enormous terrarium.

*The subject aquarium and terrarium is plural, so the verb must be are.

G.	Make the verb agree with its subject, not with a subject complement.

One sentence pattern in English consists of a subject, a linking verb, and a subject complement: Jack is an attorney.  Because the subject complement names or describes the subject, it is sometimes mistaken for the subject.

- A tent and a sleeping bag are the required equipment.

*Tent and bag is the subject, not equipment.

- A major force in today’s economy is women - as earners, consumers, and investors.

*Force is the subject, not women.  If the correct sentence seems awkward, you can make women the subject: Women are a major force...



Exercise C:	Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. After four days of deliberation, the jury (was, were) able to render a decision of guilty.

2. The family (spend, spends) a lot of time talking around the dinner table.

3. Every year, the family (submit, submits) its choices for vacation destinations.

4. There (is, are) many wild animals in that forest.

5. Skates, gloves, and a helmet (is, are) the only things you need to bring.


Subject-Verb Agreement (Cont.)


H.	Who, which, and that take verbs that agree with their antecedents.

Like most pronouns, the relative pronouns who, which, and that have antecedents (nouns or pronouns to which they refer).  Relative pronouns used as subjects of subordinate clauses take verbs that agree with their antecedents.

- Take a suit that travels well.

Problems arise with the constructions one of the and only one of the.  As a rule, treat one of the constructions as plural, only one of the constructions as singular.

- Our ability to use language is one of the things that set us apart from animals.

*The antecedent of that is things, not one. Several things set us apart from animals.

- Carmen is the only one of the applicants who has the ability to step into this position.

*The antecedent of who is one, not applicants.  Only one applicant has the ability to step into this position.

I.	Words such as athletics, economics, mathematics, physics, statistics, measles, and news are usually singular, despite their plural form.

- Statistics is among the most difficult courses in our program.

Exception:	When they describe separate items rather than a collective body of knowledge, words such as athletics, mathematics, physics, and statistics are plural: The statistics on school retention rates are impressive.


J.	Titles of works and words mentioned as words are singular.

- Lost Cities describes the discoveries of many ancient civilizations.

- Controlled substances is a euphemism for illegal drugs.







Exercise D:	Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. Physics (is, are) a tough course in high school.

2. Cecilia and Mrs. Robinson, who (run, runs) by our house everyday, are training for a marathon.

3. A Tale of Two Cities (is, are) a literary classic.

4. The apple pies, which (smell, smells) delicious, are for this afternoon’s barbecue.

5. Patrick, one of the students who (sit, sits) in the front row, is quite intelligent.

6. Josh is the only one of the athletes who (train, trains) everyday.

7. Stopping the distribution of illegal drugs (is, are) a number priority for the police.

8. The scissors (are, is) very sharp.

9. Fortunately, the news we heard last night (is, are) good.

10. That group of senior citizens that (comes, come) every Monday is very pleasant.


