Subject-Verb Agreement (Cont.)


H.	Who, which, and that take verbs that agree with their antecedents.

Like most pronouns, the relative pronouns who, which, and that have antecedents (nouns or pronouns to which they refer).  Relative pronouns used as subjects of subordinate clauses take verbs that agree with their antecedents.

- Take a suit that travels well.

Problems arise with the constructions one of the and only one of the.  As a rule, treat one of the constructions as plural, only one of the constructions as singular.

- Our ability to use language is one of the things that set us apart from animals.

*The antecedent of that is things, not one. Several things set us apart from animals.

- Carmen is the only one of the applicants who has the ability to step into this position.

*The antecedent of who is one, not applicants.  Only one applicant has the ability to step into this position.

I.	Words such as athletics, economics, mathematics, physics, statistics, measles, and news are usually singular, despite their plural form.

- Statistics is among the most difficult courses in our program.

Exception:	When they describe separate items rather than a collective body of knowledge, words such as athletics, mathematics, physics, and statistics are plural: The statistics on school retention rates are impressive.


J.	Titles of works and words mentioned as words are singular.

- Lost Cities describes the discoveries of many ancient civilizations.

- Controlled substances is a euphemism for illegal drugs.







Exercise D:	Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. Physics (is, are) a tough course in high school.

2. Cecilia and Mrs. Robinson, who (run, runs) by our house everyday, are training for a marathon.

3. A Tale of Two Cities (is, are) a literary classic.

4. The apple pies, which (smell, smells) delicious, are for this afternoon’s barbecue.

5. Patrick, one of the students who (sit, sits) in the front row, is quite intelligent.

6. Josh is the only one of the athletes who (train, trains) everyday.

7. Stopping the distribution of illegal drugs (is, are) a number priority for the police.

8. The scissors (are, is) very sharp.

9. Fortunately, the news we heard last night (is, are) good.

10. That group of senior citizens that (comes, come) every Monday is very pleasant.


