
Subject-Verb Agreement

In the present tense, verbs agree with their subjects in number (singular or plural) and in person (first, second, or third).  If the subject is third-person singular, use the -s form of the verb, such as gives, has, or does.  For all other subjects use the base form of the verb, such as give, have, or do.

Speakers of standard English know by ear that he gives, she has, and it doesn’t (not he give, she have, andit don’t) are the standard forms.  For such speakers, problems with subject-verb agreement arise only in certain tricky situations.

A.	Make the verb agree with its subject, not with a word that comes between.

Word groups often come between the subject and the verb.  Such word groups, usually modifying the subject, may contain a noun that at first appears to be the subject.  By mentally stripping away such modifiers, you can isolate the noun that is in fact the subject.

- The tulips in the pot on the balcony need watering.

- A good set of golf clubs costs about 800 dollars.

NOTE: Phrases beginning with the prepositions as well as, in addition to, accompanied by, together with, and along with do not make a singular subject plural.

- The premier, as well as his health minister, was photographed.

*To emphasize that two people were photographed, the writer could use and instead: The premier and his health minister were photographed.



B.	Treat most compound subjects connected by and as plural.

A subject with two or more parts is said to be compound.  If the parts are connected by and, the subject is nearly always plural.

- Leon and Jan often jog together.

Exceptions: When the parts of the subject form a single unit or when they refer to the same person or thing, treat the subject as singular.

- Strawberries and cream was a last-minute addition to the menu.

- Sue’s friend and adviser was surprised by her decision.

When a compound subject is preceded by each or every, treat the subject as singular.

- Each tree, shrub, and vine needs to be sprayed.




Exercise A:	Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. The dog and the pig (are, is) best friends.

2. There (is, are) a box of peaches in the garage.

3. The photographs in that album (belong, belongs) to your grandmother.

4. John and his friends (arrives, arrive) tomorrow.

5. Alfred and his parents (are, is) leaving on Tuesday.

6. The group of students (sit, sits) quietly.

7. The shelf of books (looks, look) unstable.

8. His binder and pencils (falls, fall) off his desk every time he moves.

9. Cookies and cream (is, are) my favourite flavour.

10. Each car, truck, and van (uses, use) unleaded gas.
