Verbs

There are two kinds of verbs.  The first kind shows action.  Very simply, if you can do the action, it’s a verb.  Ask yourself if a person can walk, run, talk, hit, swim, jump, or see.  These words are all verbs because a person can do these actions.

Not all verbs are action verbs.  Some words don’t show action.  You can’t do them.  These kinds of verbs are called “linking verbs”.  A linking verbs links a word toward the end of a sentence with a word at the beginning of that same sentence.  A linking verb is often a form of the verb “be”.

Exercise A – In the following sentences, underline the verbs.

1. As he walked down the street, Bob saw two nice cars.

2. She ran home quickly because she was excited about the beginning of summer vacation.

3. Joe loves his job at the factory where he fixes toys all day.

Exercise B – In the following sentences, underline the linking verbs and circle the words that are being linked.

1. That cheese smells rotten.

2. Tom feels good about his research paper.

3. That music sounds very modern.

4. This spaghetti tastes wonderful.
