Sentence Fragments

A complete sentence begins with a capital letter, ends with a punctuation, possesses a subject and a verb, and expresses a complete thought.  A group of words that does not adhere to these criteria is called a sentence fragment.

	Ex:	If you ask me.

	Ex:	Even though Jack was there.

The examples above are missing some of the elements needed to make them complete sentences.  Therefore, they are fragments.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Exercise A:	Below are 10 groups of words.  If the words in each group make up a complete sentence, capitalize and punctuate the sentence accordingly and write “complete sentence” on the line.  If, however, the group of words does not make up a complete sentence, write “fragment” next to it.

1. Swimming at the pool fills the lovely days of summer.			Complete Sentence

2. A stellar performance, by any standard					Fragment

That was a stellar performance, by any standard.

3. Expected to reach new heights with spectacular achievements		Fragment

Bobby expected to reach new heights with spectacular achievements.

4. Sitting on her father’s shoulders, Kristin could see the parade.		Complete Sentence

5. That musical instrument was popular during the 18th century.		Complete Sentence

6. Playing first base for the Hazzard Colonels nearly 40 years ago		Fragment

He started playing first base for the Hazzard Colonels nearly 40 years ago.

7. Since Barron had seen the ghost near Trilby’s Pond			Fragment

Since Barron had seen the ghost near Trilby's Pond, he’s been very scared.

8. Use seat cushions to stay afloat in the event of a water landing.		Complete Sentence

9. Since we have yet to receive the final word					Fragment

Since we have yet to receive the final word, we should wait.

10. The route to the championship would be a rugged one.			Complete Sentence


