Independent Study Project on Sociology

General Instructions:

Research, develop, and justify with three arguments a thesis about a sociological topic in our society.  Support your arguments with reference to your sources, documenting your sources according to the MLA methodology; see class website for “MLA in-text citations” and “Conducting Research” notes.

Write your independent study in a formal research paper of 4 to 5 pages typed, using size 12 font.  You will also hand in an outline, research notes, and Internet documents with your final product.  All documents must be handed in together in a visually appealing and organized fashion (i.e. folder, document sleeve, etc.).  You must also include 4 quotations in your essay; to maximize your marks, use primary AND secondary sources.

The assignment must be done in groups of two.  Certain class days will be set aside for this assignment; see class schedule.  The rest is to be done on your own time.


















Checklist of Criteria:

1.	The introduction of the paper
· arouses the reader’s interest;
· presents a clear, well-formulated, and complete thesis;
· presents an overview of the paper’s main arguments.

2.	In its development, the paper
· develops three complete arguments;
· relates each argument to the thesis;
· focuses on one main point in each paragraph;
· uses valid reasoning, thereby avoiding faulty logic;
· defines key terms and concepts;
· develops and explains ideas thoroughly, showing more than a superficial knowledge of the topic;
· integrates quotations and references
- that are clearly explained,
- that are relevant and support the thesis directly,
- that are varied,
- that are correctly formatted and annotated.


3.	In its organization, the paper
· avoids repetition;
· avoids digression and stays on topic;
· divides arguments into three main sections;
· presents arguments in a logical sequence;
· uses transitional words and phrases to link ideas.

4.	The conclusion of the paper
· restates (without repeating) the paper’s topic and thesis;
· presents a summary or an overview of the paper’s main points;
· ends the paper with impact, originality, and a sense of finality.

5.	The paper follows
· the required format;
· the required documentation methodology (MLA);

6.	The essay follows the language conventions seen thus far throughout the semester.

7.	The essay uses style and diction appropriately.
· proper sentence structure
· accurate and precise word choice
· formal diction and style
Topics:


Sociology is defined as the study of the nature, origin, and development of human society and community life.  It deals with social conditions such as crime and poverty as well as social institutions such as marriage and religion.

1.	The impact of animal life on society (ex: sick people, children, animal testing)

2.	The impact of the Vancouver 2010 Winter Games on society (ex: Canadian government invested in their athletes, environmental impact on athletes and the surrounding communities)

3.	The media’s influence on society.

4.	The role of religious cults on society.

5.	The effects of drugs on society (ex: babies born with Alcohol Syndrome)

6.	The effects of medical breakthroughs on society (ex: cloning, fake meat, operations through robotics, natural remedies, genetic manipulation)

7.	The riot in Vancouver after the 2011 Stanley Cup Finals.

8.	The effect of the aging population on society.

9.	The effect of domestic violence on society.

10.	Sex and the mass media: The 60s vs. the 2010s.

11.	The effect of discrimination/racism on society (ex:  Black Lives Matter, Me Too Movement)

12.	Internet addiction.

13.	Youth delinquency in society.

14.	Superstitions in society.

15.	The 2016 Presidential election in the U.S.A.

16.	The Battle of the Generations

17.	Covid 19 Global Pandemic

18.	Vaccinations

19.	Information/Misinformation on the Internet
