Grammar Competition #12
Semi-colons

A. Punctuate the following sentences with semi-colons where necessary.  Please note, the number at the end of each sentence represents the number of semi-colons that need to be inserted in each sentence.

1. There was far too much food at the picnic; we ate watermelon, hot dogs, potato salad, and cake. (1)

2. Mark the date on your calendar; December 25th, 2026, is only 351 days away. (1)

3. Some people just don’t get it; others, however, understand things all too well. (1)

4. The guest speaker who took to the stage at 7:00 p.m. was fantastic; he spoke of his passion in life for charity work. (1)

5. Throughout the semester, we read many wonderful books: Fahrenheit 451, a novel about censorship, free thought, and government control; Gabby Remembers, a book about Canadian history, mishaps, and family; and Night, a book about determination, survival, and perseverance. (2)
