The prologue and the time period from March 29 to April 1 (p. 1-20):

1.	To whom does the narrator compare himself in the prologue?  What do you already know about the person to whom he compares himself?

Alex compares himself to Ulysses.  Students’ prior knowledge about Ulysses will vary.

2.	How does the format of the novel affect you as a reader?  How might it seem different if it were not written in this format?

The novel is written like a journal, making each reading section relatively short.  The language used in the story is relaxed and easy to understand, and it sounds like a real teenager talking.  This adds interest to the story, which it might not have if it were written in a chapter format.

3.	What is Alex like?  What is his main hobby?  Why does he enjoy it?

Alex is a seventeen-year-old Canadian who lives with his father.  He is very responsible, and his hobby is studying military history and restaging war battles.  He enjoys it not because he is interested in battle plans, strategy, and weapons.

4.	How do Ted and Alex differ?

Ted is not very organized or responsible.  His appearance is messy, and he sometimes acts childish.  Alex, on the other hand, is very organized and responsible.  He is very mature and takes things seriously.

5.	Describe Eddie Nowlan’s appearance and personality.  How does Alex feel about him?

Eddie is an overweight, middle-aged white man.  He smokes a pipe and has a big mustache.  Eddie is annoyed that Ted brought Alex to Beijing without letting him know in advance, so he is not very pleasant when meeting Alex for the first time.

