Nouns

A noun is a word that names something: either a person, place, or thing.

Here is a list of examples:

Albert Einstein		bedroom
the president		shoe
my mother			faucet
a girl				freedom
Mount Vesuvius		Algonquin Park
Disneyland			basketball

Proper Nouns vs. Common Nouns

One important distinction to be made is whether a noun is a proper noun or a common noun. A proper noun is a specific name of a person, place, or thing, and is always capitalized.

Ex:	Does Tina have much homework to do this evening?
Tina is the name of a specific person.

I would like to visit the CN Tower.
CN Tower is the specific name of a tourist attraction.

The opposite of a proper noun is a common noun, sometimes known as a generic noun. A common noun is the generic name of an item in a class or group and is not capitalized unless appearing at the beginning of a sentence or in a title.

Ex:	The girl crossed the river.
Girl is a common noun; we do not learn the identity of the girl by reading this sentence, though we know the action she takes. River is also a common noun in this sentence.




Exercise A – In the following sentences, underline the nouns.

1. When he arrived, John walked through the doorway, down the hallway, and into the living room.

2. Paul is that guy you met last night at the party.

3. Please go to the store and buy the following items:  Cheese Whiz, gummy bears, salt & vinegar chips, chocolate chips, and mustard.

4. I believe that intelligence and humour are two important qualities to possess.

5. Jennifer will be competing in the final race of the day at 4:00 p.m.
