
Subject-Verb Agreement (Cont.)


E.	Treat collective nouns as singular unless the meaning is clearly plural.

Collective nouns such as jury, committee, audience, crowd, class, pack, family, and couple name a class or a group.  In Canadian English collective nouns are usually treated as singular: They emphasize the group as a unit.  Occasionally, when there is some reason to draw attention to the individual members of the group, a collective noun may be treated as plural.

Singular:	The class respects the teacher.

Plural:	The class are debating among themselves.

To underscore the notion of individuality in the second sentence, many writers would add a clearly plural noun such as members: The members of the class are debating among themselves.

- The cub pack meets in our basement on Tuesdays.

*The pack as a whole meets in the basement; there is no reason to draw attention to its individual members.

- A young couple were arguing about politics while holding hands.

*The meaning is clearly plural.  Only individuals can argue and hold hands.

NOTE: The phrase the number is treated as singular, a number as plural.

Singular:	The number of school-age children is declining.

Plural:	A number of children are attending the wedding.

NOTE: When units of measurement are used collectively, treat them as singular; when they refer to individual persons or things, treat them as plural.

Singular:	Three-fourths of the pie has been eaten.

Plural:	One-fourth of the drivers were drunk.








F.	Make the verb agree with its subject even when the subject follows the verb.

Verbs ordinarily follow subjects.  When this normal order is reversed, it is easy to become confused.  Sentences beginning with there is or there are (orthere was or there were) are inverted; the subject follows the verb.

- There are surprisingly few children in our neighbourhood.

Occasionally you may decide to invert a sentence for variety or effect.  When you do so, check to make sure that your subject and verb agree.

- At the back of the room are a small aquarium and an enormous terrarium.

*The subject aquarium and terrarium is plural, so the verb must be are.

G.	Make the verb agree with its subject, not with a subject complement.

One sentence pattern in English consists of a subject, a linking verb, and a subject complement: Jack is an attorney.  Because the subject complement names or describes the subject, it is sometimes mistaken for the subject.

- A tent and a sleeping bag are the required equipment.

*Tent and bag is the subject, not equipment.


Exercise C:	Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. After four days of deliberation, the jury (was, were) able to render a decision of guilty.

2. The family (spend, spends) a lot of time talking around the dinner table.

3. Every year, the family (submit, submits) its choices for vacation destinations.

4. There (is, are) many wild animals in that forest.

5. Skates, gloves, and a helmet (is, are) the only things you need to bring.

