The Lovely Bones
Take-Home Evaluation

Choose TWO of the following four questions and answer them in complete sentences.  Present a strong thesis, along with well-structured arguments, and provide sufficient evidence to support your answer.  Also, use the proper paragraph format, as seen in class (essay-style answer).  You must also include one quotation in each of your answers (two overall).  Finally, this is a formal assignment.  Therefore, avoid using informal expressions (i.e. pronoun usage, vocabulary, etc.).

1. Alice Sebold seems to be saying that out of tragedy comes healing.  Susie’s family fractures and comes back together, and a town learns to find strength in each other.  Do you agree that good can come of great trauma?  Use two (2) examples from the novel as well as one (2) example from your own life to support your answer.

2. Why does the author include details about Mr. Harvey’s childhood and his memories of his mother?  By giving him a human side, does Sebold get us closer to understanding his motivation?  Sebold explained in an interview about the novel that murderers “are not animals but men”, and that is what makes them so frightening.  Do you agree?  Explain.

3. What would have happened if Susie were never killed by Mr. Harvey?  Knowing what you do about her desires, interests, and goals, do you think Susie’s life would have turned out more like her mother’s, Lindsey’s, or neither?  Explain.

4. Comment on the following quote.  While Mr. Salmon is speaking with Ruana Singh, an outsider in the community, she says:

	“When I was sure, I would find a quiet way, and I would kill him.”

What is the importance of this quote in relation to Mr. Salmon’s behaviour and actions throughout the novel?  What does this say about Ruana Singh, and does this comment surprise you in any way, keeping in mind Ruana’s character traits?
