Forbidden City
Study Questions

The time period from April 15, 12:15 A.M. through the first part of the May 20 entry (p. 43 to 65):

1.	Why have the students gathered in Tian An Men Square?

The students have gathered in the square to honor Communist Party member Hu Yao-Bang, who died overnight.  Although he had been a member of the government, he was known by the students as one who was lenient with them during student demonstrations two years ago.  Because of his leniency, he had lost his position in the government.

2.	Why is Lao Xu so upset about the newspaper editorial that was published in the Ren Min Ri Bao?

Lao Xu is worried about the editorial in Ren Min Ri Bao because it attacks the students demonstrating in the Square, saying that they are “promoting chaos”.  Lao Xu interprets the editorial as a warning to the students, and he fears that the editorial will only make the students more angry and militant.

3.	Do you think it was a good idea for Alex to act as a reporter and talk with the students in the Square?  Why or why not?  Would you have done it if you had the chance?

Various answers.

4.	What are the three demands that the university students are making on their government?

The students are demanding that the government treat them like equals, that they apologize for past violence against the students, and that the Xin Hua news stops reporting lies about the students.

5.	What does Alex learn about the control the government has over the university students in China?

Alex learns that the university students’ lives are very controlled.  They are not supposed to date or get married, and they are forced to attend political study classes every week.  If they do not comply, they can be expelled from the university.

6.	Do you feel the university students are being “corrupt” by going on a hunger strike?  Why or why not?

Various answers.

7.	Why is it a problem that the students are demonstrating during Gorbachev’s visit?

It is a problem that the students are demonstrating while Gorbachev is visiting because it makes the government look weak, as though it cannot control its citizens.
