Forbidden City
Study Questions

The time period from April 4 through April 14 (p. 21-41):

1.	What were some of the foods Alex experienced at the Chinese banquet?  Which foods do you think would be your favourites and least favourites?

Some of the foods Alex experienced were several kinds of fish, deep-fried chicken, shrimp with hot sauce, chicken balls in oyster sauce, preserved egg, shredded pork with green pepper and mushrooms, gingered beef, sea cucumber, and dumplings.

2.	What did Lao Xu teach Alex about appropriate dinner manners in China?

Lao Xu taught Alex that in China one should always leave on his plate at least some food and in his glass at least some drink so that the host will not feel as though he could not provide the dinner guest with enough to eat.

3.	Who are the men who govern China?  According to Lao Xu, what are they like?

According to Lao Xu, the men who now run China are a part of the Communist Party and are quite old but refuse to retire.  They are men who participated in the Long March.

4.	Why does Lao Xu call the PLA a “true people’s army”?

Lao Xu calls the PLA a “true people’s army” because they are always available to help citizens during a flood or natural disaster.

5.	Explain Lao Xu’s job and how he must carry out his work to earn a living.

Although Lao Xu is highly educated, he works as an interpreter for Eddie and Ted.  This is because citizens of China don’t get to choose where they work.  They are assigned to their jobs by the government.  If they refuse their jobs, they don’t receive their hu kou, which is necessary for ration coupons.  Lao Xu is also an informer of sorts, one who reports back to his superiors on Eddie and Ted’s activities for the CBC.

6.	Why does Alex decide he’d like to learn to speak Chinese?

Alex decides to learn Chinese so that he can more easily communicate with the people as he travels around Beijing.




7.	How and why does Alex attach the camcorder to his bike?  Does this sound risky?  Why or why not?

Alex conceals the camcorder in the bamboo baby seat he attached to the back of his bike so that when he gets to a part of the city he thinks is interesting or he thinks his dad might want footage of, he can record it.  This is potentially risky and dangerous, because a Chinese official could stop him and question him, asking why he’s secretly taping sites and events in and around Beijing.  Knowing how tightly information is controlled in China, there could be severe consequences if he is caught.







