Tuesdays with Morrie
Take-Home Evaluation

As you read the novel, the hope is that you will ask questions, not only about your own beliefs but also about the society in which we live.  Based on some of the questions you ask, refer to the list below to choose an assignment that best suits you.

Any one of the following assignments, if done exceptionally well, can yield a high mark.  Of course, a student could always bring something new and creative to the assignment as described below to potentially increase his or her mark; another option is to choose a second assignment to complete.

Please note:  Completing two assignments does NOT guarantee a better mark.  As in life, quality trumps quantity.

PART 1:
A. Research
1. Choose another culture, past or present, and research how they view death.  Present your findings in the form of a research paper.
Length:  2 to 3 pages typed.
2. What happens to the body during the progression of a terminal disease such as ALS?  Research one such disease and present your findings to the class.
Length:  10-minute oral presentation.
3. Imagine that a child in your care has a grandparent with ALS or some other terminal disease.  How would you explain it to the child?  How would you suggest the child act around the grandparent?  Research these topics and provide evidence to support the strategies that you would use in the above-mentioned situation.
Length:  2 paged typed.
4. The reader finds out that Morrie lost a parent at an early age.  Imagine that a child in your care has come back to you after his/her parent died.  How would you expect the child to act?  How would you handle the situation?  Research these topics and provide evidence to support the strategies that you would use in the above-mentioned situation.
Length:  2 pages typed.
5. Write a short paper on a famous teacher from another time (i.e. Annie Sullivan, Socrates).
Length:  2 pages typed.
6. Visit with a senior citizen and write a brief history on him or her.  You must then present your findings to the class.
Length:  10-minute oral presentation.


B. Art
1. Create a picture or a sculpture depicting a scene from your “perfect day”.  Then, present your creation to your classmates in some form of oral presentation.
Length:  10-minute oral presentation.
2. Morrie loved to dance the lindy and the tango.  When were these dances first popular?  Prepare an oral presentation to inform your classmates about these dances, as well as other popular dances throughout history.  You could perhaps even demonstrate one or some of these dances in class!
Length:  10-minute presentation.
3. Morrie liked to do the lindy to Jimi Hendrix.  Find out how to do the dance and try it to Jimi’s music.  Furthermore, choose two pieces of music to share with the class, one evoking Morrie’s momentary self-pity upon awakening and the other, his feeling lucky to be alive.  Finally, choose a song that holds meaning with you – for whatever reason – and present it to the class.  You should also analyze the lyrics, identifying a particular line or lines that stand out for you.  You will present all of the above information to your classmates.
Length:  15-minute presentation.

C. Writing
1. Choose four of the following questions or points and write a short commentary for each.  Each short text must not exceed one page typed.
Length:  4 pages typed (total).
a. Write about a favourite teacher, coach, or mentor you have had and tell what made that person so special.
b. Imagine that you have the chance to write your own obituary.  What would you like it to say?  What changes (if any) can you make in your life to achieve that?
c. If you were to have a living funeral for yourself as Morrie did, what would it be like?
d. Would you rather die suddenly or, like Morrie, have a long time to prepare for it?  Justify your answer.
e. Morrie said, “Everyone knows they’re going to die, but nobody believes it.  If we did, we would do things differently.”  What would you do differently?
f. When Mitch asked Morrie what he would come back as if reincarnated, Morrie replied, “A gazelle.”  What would you come back as if it were possible?  Explain.
g. Morrie’s choice for his tombstone was “A Teacher To The Last.”  What would you choose for yourself and why?
h. If you knew you had only a year to live and that toward the end you would be greatly incapacitated, how would you spend that year, month by month?  What would you do the same?  What would you do differently?
D. Ethics & Thoughts
1. Choose four of the following questions or points and write a short commentary for each.  Each short text must not exceed one page typed.
Length:  4 pages typed (total).
a. One year, during the Vietnam War, Morrie gave all his male students A’s to help them keep their student deferments.  Do you think that this was right or wrong?
b. Morrie said, “Accept the past as past, without denying it or discarding it.”  Comment.
c. Morrie quoted the poet Auden in saying “Love each other or perish.” What do you think the poet meant?  Do you agree?
d. Morrie said, “Accept what you are able to do and what you are not able to do.”  Comment.
e. In the novel, the reader comes across the following quotation: “A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.”  Do you agree?  Explain.
f. Morrie said, “Learn to forgive yourself and to forgive others.”
g. This was Morrie’s formula for a meaningful life: “Devote yourself to loving others, devote yourself to your community around you, and devote yourself to creating something that gives you purpose and meaning.”  Using this formula, how would you rate yourself?  What can you do to change things?
h. Morrie said, “Don’t assume it’s too late to get involved.”
i. Barbara Streisand sang, “People who need people are the luckiest people in the world.”  Do you agree?  Explain.
j. Morrie said that our society has a shortage of compassion.  Do you agree?

2. Sociology
1. Write a short paper which reflects on the following question:
	Does our society value older people?  Compare our society with another 	country as to how we treat our elders.
	Length:  2 to 3 pages typed.
2. Morrie complained that everyone is in a hurry.  In looking at the society in which we live, would you agree or disagree with Morrie’s assessment.  Length:  2 to 3 pages typed.


Due date:	Thursday, November 27th, by 10:10 a.m.
