EAE 4C – Gabby Remembers Evaluation

Answer two (2) of the questions below relating to the novel Gabby Remembers and answer them using the proper paragraph format as seen in class.

1. The novel is narrated by the older Gabby who is recounting his past to his grandchildren.  How does the narrative (flashbacks, anecdotes, family gathering) influence the reader’s understanding of memory and history in the story?  What does the novel suggest about the reliability of memory, and how does Gabby’s perspective shape the reader’s perception of the 1920s to 1940s?

2. In what ways does the book use real historical events, personalities, and settings to enrich the fictional elements of the story?  In other words, how does the combination of real events with fictional events enhance the story for the reader?  Provide two specific examples to support your opinions.

3. Gabby is described as someone who “doesn’t know how to stop talking” and who “keeps finding himself in situations that should be devastating and yet manages to somehow keep going”.  Analyze Gabby’s character.  Identify three specific character traits, along with an example from the novel to illustrate each trait.  Moreover, do you think that Gabby is simply a very fortunate person, or do you believe that Gabby creates his own luck?  Explain.

4. Gabby’s recollections of the past force the reader to reflect on the differences between the 1920s to 1940s and modern times.  Identify three key differences between these two eras and provide examples to support your opinions.  Furthermore, in your opinion, what would be the hardest thing about living during this inter-war period.  Explain.
